the field of "bioethics" did not emerge until after World War Two. The birth of bioethics was stimulated by a confluence of factors. First, the Nazis' medical experiments on concentration camp prisoners heightened concerns about the vulnerability of human subjects in medical research. Second, rapid advances in medicine, including reproductive health, organ transplantation and genetics, raised questions about the purpose and limits of medical technology. Third, post-war civil rights movements led to growing attention to the power imbalances between physicians and patients and the corresponding need to empower patients to control their own health-care decisions.
In recent years, there have been efforts to broaden the scope of ethical analysis in health care to focus more directly on public-health issues.
3 In contrast to the traditional emphasis of bioethicists on the physician-patient relationship, public-health ethics focuses on the design and implementation of measures to monitor and improve the health of populations. In addition, public-health ethics looks beyond health care to consider the structural conditions that promote or inhibit the development of healthy societies. Defining and enforcing foreign research sponsors' obligations to local participants is therefore a critical ethical issue. In the area of organ transplantation, the growing practice of "transplant tourism" exposes individuals living in poverty to significant health risks while also raising broader questions about the commodification of the human body.
Health Promotion • -The growing public-health threats of noncommunicable diseases, including those caused in part by unhealthy behaviours such as smoking, poor diet or lack of exercise, have raised the question of the extent to which publichealth authorities should interfere with personal choices on health. Participation, transparency, and ac-• countability -As an ethical matter, the process by which decisions are made is as important as the outcome of the decisions. In the area of medical research, much attention has been devoted in recent years to strengthening systems for informed consent and community oversight. Once such systems are in place, the next step will be to develop mechanisms for evaluating their effectiveness.
Since it was founded 60 years ago, ethics has been at the heart of WHO's mission to protect and promote the global community's health. Articulating ethical and evidencebased policy options is one of WHO's six core functions. 10 WHO's 60th anniversary and the 30th anniversary of Alma-Ata provide a particular opportunity to reflect on ethical values and dilemmas arising in the field of public health. ■
